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He that hath Ears to hear let him hear, Mat. xili. 43. 
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CAVENG: in: the following ai 
off the FSDof of 
Cbirif's 1 upon Earth and 

occafp fondly only on the! Renovatitie ef the 
| World;:Tthall'in this Preface ſpeak more at 
large of the Renovation. And if in the 
Proſecution of this Subject I ſhould; happen 
to 6ffer ſome of the fame Arguments that 


are already urged in the Sermon, as it i 
probable I may, for theſe Things do we: © 
inſer each other, * . to be forgiven. I 
We "read in the [third Che apter of Genefs, 
that Go pronounced the following” Curte 

| N 8 Adam, and upon the Creation, in 
5 A Conſequence 
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Conſequence of his Tranſgreſſion: Becaufe 
thau haſt hearkened to the Voice of thy Wife, 
and haſt eaten of the Tree, of 7h F Icom. 
manded thee, ſaying, thou ſbalt not eat of it: 
Curſed is the Ground for thy Sake; in S1rrow 
ſbalt thou eat of it all the Days of thy Life ; 
Thorns alſo and Thijſiles: ſball it bring forth to 
thee, and thou ſhalt eat the Herb of the Field. 
In the Szweat of thy Face ſhalt thou eat Bread, 
till thou return unto the Ground, for out of 
it paſt thay talen; for Duſt thou att, ani 
 «nto Duſt ſhalt thou return. 


Hence aroſe the Neceſſity of a „ 
to repair the Loſs ſuſtained by the Fall of 
Adam, and to obliterate the Curſe. Accord- 
ingly all thoſe Who acknowledge . to 
be tlie promiſed Redeemer, expect to re- 
ftored: to Happineſs and Immortality through 
his Mediation. But there are ſewãꝛt Who 
have obſtrved, that the Redemption ought 

to extend to the natural as — as the oral 
W orld ; and that the Creation as it fell with 
Man muft alſo be reſtored with him; and yet 
this, as far as I can judge, is agrecable. both 
to Reaſon and Revelation. If indeed the 
Hypatheſis were true, which is 107 gener 
rally received, for formerly it was not ſo, 
vi. that the World ſhall - go on in it's ordi- 
nary Courſe till the ſecond Coming of _—_ 
and that he ſhall then "I before h 


the 


C> LS 4” -* 
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the whole Race of Mankind, * Quick and 
the Dead, and ſhall conclude: the great Aſ· 
Gze in the ſhort Space of a natural Day; 
condemning the Wicked to everlaſting Tor- 
ments, and cauſing the Virtuous to bo tranſs 
lated into Heaven, that is; into ſome happy 
Place that is above us, for We have no very 
diſtinck Notion of it; and that the Earth 
ſhall be then nf by Fire: If this 
Hypotheſis, I ſay, were true, there could 
be no Reaſon aſligned for delivering the 
Creation from the Bondage of Corruption. 


But, I confeſs, tho I have no Pleaſure in de- 


parting from received ee chat = am 
not eee A err he e e 60% 
Nine A en ita s = ell 
That ws World than” continue to de 
Scene” of Wickedneſs and Diſorder, 
Has ever been ſince the F all) Till the eds 
Coming of Chrip, I can readily allow; for'{d 
65 the Powers of Darkneſs ſhall prevail. 
| at the Deſfrumion of Antichmniſt, the 
ReforreBion” of the- Dead, which ſhall nat 


de inſtantapedus and at once, as is ſuppoſed, 


But in Orubr, as St. Paul teäches, (a) the 
Fudement of Angels, and of the whole Race 
of Mankind; that theſe Things, Which ad 
All of them "appertain to ous Lor#'s Teeond 


Peri ſhall be trariſaQed®þ th&ſhort | 


Space 
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(g) 1 Cor. xv. 232 ek. 5) 
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Space of a natunal Day is ſomewhat too 
Hard for me to conceive. It matters not: 
that the Time of our Lord's. ſecond Advent 
is called; the Day of Fudgmem in the Holy 
Striptures, becauſe 3 Day in the Scripture, 
Language, as Mr. Mede has obſerved, is 
ordinarily uſed: for Tempus, yea lang mu, 
and of this he gives many Inſtances. He 
has alſo remarked df the Day , Fade men 
in particular, that the 7 from whom 
our Lond and his [Diſciples borrowed this 
Expreflion, never underſtood thereby but 3 
Time of many Years Continuance, yea 2 
fays. hey! (mirabile diff) of a Thouſand 
Vears (5). But further, Our bleſſed Lord 
ſhall poſſeſs a glorious Kingdom _ Earth 
2 with his Saints, rand} that f 
Fcond Coming, and can 1 oe 
poſed: that this glorious Kingdom, 


2 10 e with 155 


(3) Mede's Werks, pag. 772. ) (e) 1 Jobu iii. 8. 
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Earth; and the Dominion of the op 
who | is the Printe of this W ora. hu” 


Ane Kingdom of Clif, EY may At 
engulh it from that of the Fizber, is tHe 
Kingdom of a 'Y3ceroy ſent and edminiſionta 
dy the Father to reſcue this World from 
the Power of an Uſurper, and to feclaim 
his "rebellious Subjects to their Obedienee; 
which when he has done,” his Comfiiſſioh, 5 
I may ſo ſpeak, is at an nd. e mut Yoke 
#11 he bath put all Enenries mer Bis Peet. 
But when all Things ſpall be fubdued undo him,; 
ben ſhall he Ende. up the Kinguow tv Go 
eren the Father ; then fhall the Son ulſ him. 
elf be fabjet# uhto hum "that pat all Wings 
ander bim, that God maybe all iin ll. (e) Bite 
Kingdom of Chriji therefore relates to h 
World only, ſincè at the End of the Word 
tie Kingdom belongethiſolely to Gu even tlie 
Father, and it is Here conſequent ry th 
de muft reigni in Glory with his Sdints. BE. 

Hold this Neiſeking *offirmid; if it Rand 
in need f Confirmation, by the *exprt 
| kar gps gh the Prophet Datel. r EONO!S: 
| 973 "18, id yEU 207 fiir 

- The Kinglm, an ad. and Gredt ned 
8 he Kingdom, mur te whole flounvben, 
Fre ben ko N ee they phe 


[2328-3 * 14 ps $i kk, 8 20 3; 19 17 Ken * 2 
a John xvi. 11. 5 (% 1 Cor. xv. 
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Mo oft High, whoſe Kingdom is an cverſuſting 
Kingdom, and all Dominions (under the whole 


Heaven) Hall /erve and obey bim. Ch. vii. 27. 


1 faid likewife---- that this Kingdom ſhall 
commence at the ſecond; Coming, of ou 
Lord; and this appears from the: I 5th V, 255 
of the ſame Chapter: I /aw, in the Night 
Vikons, and behold one Tike the, Son of Man 
came with) the Clouds of Heaven----and there 
wag given him Dominion and Glory and a 
Kingdom, that all eople, Nations and Lan- 
guages ſbould ferve him; and from this Saying 
of St. Paul, the Lord 22 ſpall judge the Buick 
and the Dead at his Appearing and bis Kings 
dom, 2 Tim. iv. 1. And from the Promiſe 
our Lord to his Diſciples, Luke xxii. 29. 7 
appoint unto you 4 Kingdom, as my. Father 
hath appointed unto me; that ye may eat and 


rink at my Jable in my. Kingdom, and fit on 


Thrones judging, tl tuelve Tribes of Iſtael. 


From the firſt of, theſs Texts we learn, that 
our Lord ſhall take Poſſeſſion; of his glorious 
Kingdom, when he - cometh in the Clouds 
of. Heaven; and from the two laſt that the 


glorious Kin gdom of Chrife is contemporary 
with the Day of Judgment. But the Day 


of Judgment is at the ſecond Coming of 


Chriſt, and then conſequently his glorious 
Kingdom commences. . And if his Kingdom 
ſhall commence at his ſecond Coming, it 
cannot but be a Kingdom upon Earth. The 

Truth 


W 
0 


TE Sy, 


Lord himſelf expreſſes it; and /ball ft with 
| "0 | 


T H 
Truth is, when our Lord ſitteth on the 
Throne of his Glory with his Saints in Judg- 
ment, he then ſitteth in the actual Exerciſe 
of his regal Authority. Since then our 
bleſſed Lord, at his ſecond Coming, Thall 
deſtroy the Powers of Darkneſs, ſhall raiſe 
the Dead in their Order, ſhall rule the Na- 
tions of the Earth, and ſhall cauſe his Saints 
at the ſame Time to rejoice with him in his 
Kingdom, it muſt needs be that his King- 
dom ſhall be an earthly Kingdom with re- 
ſpect to the Seat of it; and alſo that it ſhall 
be of a long Duration; for to ſuppoſe that 
all theſe Things ſhall. be accompliſhed in a 
natural Day, or in a ſhort Space of Time, is 
beyond Meaſure abſurd. His Kingdom ends, 
it is certain, with the general Reſurrection, 
as it begins at his ſecond Advent. There 


muſt therefore be a conſiderable Interval be- 


tween the ſecond Coming of our Lord, and 


the general Reſurrection. St. Fohp ſays ex- 


preſly in the 20th Chap. of the A ocalyp/e, 
that the Reign of Chriſt with his Saints, as 
the Fezwws do of the Kingdom of the Meal, 
ſhall continue for a Thouſand Years. And 
as it appears from other Paſſages of holy 
Writ, that the Saints ſhall partake of the 
bleſſed Kingdom of Chrz/7, which commen- 
ces at his ſecond Coming, eating and arinke 
ing at his Table, in his Kingdom, as our 


him 
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bim on Thrones of Glory judging the twebve 
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Tribes of Iſraet; judging the Horld alſo, and 
Angels, according to St. Paul, (f) we may 


obſerve by the Way, that the Reſurrection 


of the Juſt muſt of Neceſſity be prior to 
the general Reſurrection, as St. John has 
alſo expreſly taught. 


But to return: Since the glorious and 


bleſſed Kingdom of Chriſt and his Saints 


ſhall continue upon Earth a Thouſand Years, 
it will follow, that the Earth as it was 
curſed for the Sin of Adam, ſhall be reſtored 
to it's primitive Perfection, thro' the Merit 
and Power of Chriſt, and for the Sake of 
the Juſt ; unleſs you will ſuppoſe, that God 
is more ready to puniſh than to reward. In 
it's preſent State it is an unfit Place for the 
glorious Kingdom of Chriſt, and the Happi- 
neſs of the Saints. 4 8 88 


See this Reaſoning alſo confirmed by the 


expreſs Declaration of Chriſt and his Apoſ- 
tles. There ſhall be, ſay they, a Regenera- 
gion, (g) a Reſtoration of all Things (h) and 
a Deliverance of the Creation from the Bon- 
nage of Corrnption, under which it now groan- 
eib; and that too, which is exceedingly re- 
: * markable 


[7-2 Cor. . | | (g) Matt. xix, 29. 
(Þ) Adds iii. 21. Rom. viii. 21. Es | 
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markable to our Purpoſe, At the Time When 
Chriſt hall reign with his daints, at his [e- 
cond Coming, and when the Sons of God fhall 


regain their Liberty. 


From hence it is (and it cannot other- 
wiſe be accounted for) that the Prophets, 
of the Old Teſtament, the P/almiſf in par- 


_ ticular, call upon the whole Creation, Crea- 


tures animate and inanimate, to celebrate 
with Joy and Songs of Triumph the Com- 
ing of the Lord to reign over, and to judge 
the World. Let the Heavens rence, and 
let the Earth be glad; let the Sea roar and 
the Fulneſs thereof ; let the Field be joyful 
and all that is therein. Then ſhall all theTrees 


of the Woods rejoice before the Lord: For 


e cometh, for he cometh to judge the Earth : 
He ſball judge the World with Righteouſneſs 


and the People with his Truth. The Lord 


reigneth, let the Earth rejoice; let the Mul. 
titude of the Iſies be glad, Pal. xcvi. 


There ought to be, according to this Rea- 
ſoning, ſome Part of the Earth happy in a 
peculiar Manner, as Paradiſe was in the origi- 
nal World, that the Reſtoration of all Things 
may be complete, and in this Point alſo the 
holy Scriptures declare on our Side. For the 
new FJeruſalem, which bears a Relation » 
- the 
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12 PR EF AC E. 
the Earth, and does not mean Heaven, as is 
commonly ſuppoſed, has all the Charac- 


teriſticks of the original Paradiſe, as is ſhewn 
in the following Diſcourſe. 


The eus have a Notion that the original 
Paradiſe doth ftill ſubſiſt in ſome Region 
above us, and that Enoch and Elias and 
the Souls of Men, who were in their Lives 
eminent for Virtue, are there: (2) Hence 
their kind Wiſh for the dying or dead Perſon, 
may his Soul be in Paradiſe. This Notion 
of theirs, ſtrange as it may ſeem, (for 
what is there relating to this Subject that 
will not appear ſtrange, at leaſt to them 


ho are unaccuſtomed to 8 of 


this Sort) receives ſome Confirmation from 
our Lord's Promiſe to the penitent Thief: 
This Day ſhalt thou be with me in Para- 
giſe ; ( and from St. Paul's having been 

. 5 caught 


(i) Comperimus in libro Hanochi, Deum illi, poſtquam 
ſuſtuliſſet eum in ſublime, et oſtendiſſet ei omnes theſauros 
ſuperiores, & inferiores, monſtraſſe etiam arborem vitæ, & 
arborem illam quam interdixerat Adamo; & vidit locum 
Adami in paradiſo, in quo ſi Adamus obſervaſſet præceptum 
illud, vixiſſet perpetuo, & in æternum manſiſſet. Aenaſſeh 
Ben- Iſrael, Lib. iii. De reſurrect. mortuorum, Chap. x1. 
It 1s obſervable, that many of the ancient Fathers, ſpeaking 
of the Place where Enoch and Elias are, call it the terreſtrial 
Paradiſe; and Jrenæus ſays from the Diſciples of the Apoſ- 
tles, „That they who are tranſlated, are tranſlated thither.“ 
Vid. Iren. Lib. v. Chap. v. | 

(6) Like xxiii. 43. 
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caught 1p into Paradiſe, (/) and from the 
7th Verſe of the Chap. ii, of the Apoca- 
Iybſe : He that hath an Ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit ſaith unto the Churches. To 
him that overcometh will I giue to eat of the 
Tree of Life, which is in the Midſt of the 
Paradiſe of God. 5 f 


Now ſuppoſing Paradiſe to ſubſiſt in ſome 
Region above us (as it muſt do if it ſubſiſt 
at all, for St. Paul was caught ap into Para- 
diſe) it may be expected that it ſhall deſcend 
from thence at the ſecond Coming of Chriſt. 
Accordingly St. John repreſents the new Je- 
ruſalem, which has all the Characteriſticks of 
the original Paradiſe, coming downs from God 
out of Heaven, at the Renovation of all 
Things, enlightened by his Glory (). 


J have ventured to offer theſe Conjectures 
to the Conſideration of the Reader, being of 
Opinion with the excellent Mr. Mede, that 
unleſs we are permitted to think freely, and 
even to err in Matters of this Sort, we ſhall 
never be able to diſcover the Truth (7). 
The Reader is at Liberty to reject them if 


he thinks fit. The Point I have undertaken. 
| 10 


(1) 2 Cor. Xii. 4. | a (m) Apoc.. xxĩ. 2. 
(u) Pagi 435 rift in hiſce talibus liberius paulo ſentiendi, 
imo & errandi venia concedatur, &c. | 
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14 PR E F « C E. F 
2 to prove ſtands in no Need of them for a VP 
1 Support; it being made plain, as J think, in 1 
_ Bit the following Diſcourſe, that the Jeruſalem 
_ £78 which ſhall deſcend from Heaven, at the Re- 
II novation of all Things ſhall be, if it be not 
__ © the original Paradiſe, analogous to it, and 
_ equal to it in Happineſs. 
a || 
_ To obviate the Charge of Novelty, which 

if may, perhaps, be brought againſt the foregoing 

li Doctrine, tho it is fo plainly taught in the 
_ © holy Scriptures) and which may prejudice 

lll ſome People againſt it; I ſhall briefly ſhow, 

10 that it was received by the ancient Heathen 

if | Nations, by the Jews, and by the whole 
= Chriſtian Church in it's carlieft and pureſt 
: | j That the Romans believed the World to 

wo have been perfect at it's firſt Creation, to 


have fallen from that State of Perfection; 
and that, at length, there would be a Reſtora- 
tion of the Golden Age, as they called the 
firſt Age of the World, is plain from the 
fourth Eclogue of Virgil, who deſcribes the 
Renovation, both of the phyſical and moral 
World, in a Manner very little differing from 
that of the ſacred Writings. 
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That the ſame Notions prevailed among 
the Grecians, appears from Plato's Dialogue, 
which bears the Title of Politicus. The 
Philoſopher having there ſpoken of the firſt 
happy Condition of the World and its Fall, 
adds; But in the End, leſt the World 
ſhould be plunged in an eternal Abyſs of 
Confuſion, God, the Author of the primi- 
tive Order will appear again, and reſume 
the Reins of Empire : Then he will change, 


embelliſb and reſtore the whole Frame of 
Nature, and put an End to Decay of Age, 


Sickneſs and Death. | 


Plutarch, having related the Doctrine of 


the ancient Perfans concerning the Evil in- 


troduced into the World by Arimanius, con- 
cludes it thus: But there will come a Time, 


appointed by Fate, when Arimanius ſhall 


be entirely deſtroyed and extirpated; the 
Earth ſhall change it's Form, and become 


plain and even; and happy Men ſhall 


have one and the ſame Life, Language and 


Government. 


Laſtly, the following are the Theological 
Principles of the ancient Gymnoſophiſts, as 
they are preſerved by Hrabo. Formerly 
Plenty reigned over all Nature; Milk, 
Wine, Honey and Oil flowed in a con- 
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| 16 FRE ACE 

| tinual Stream from Fountains : But Men 
| having made an ill Uſe of this Felicity, 
0 Jupiter deprived them of it, and condemned 
In | them to Labour for the Cullinatcs of their 
10 Lives. When Temperance and the reſt of 
1 the Virtues ſhall return upon Earth, then 
il the ancient Plenty ſhall be refrored. 
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| g | — I am obliged to the learned and i ingenious 
1 Author of the Travels of Cyrus, for the 
J foregoing Authorities, who has ſhewn in 
a | | the Appendix to that Work, by ſome Tranſ- 
iy ; lations from the Chineſe Philoſophers, that 
| they alſo entertained the ſame Notions con- 

| cerning the Corruption and the future Re- 
| novation of the World: And it is well 
| - worthy of Notice, that all the Heather 
| | Nations believed, that the Renovation would 
| 


be brought about by ſome Divine Hero. 


The Agreement there was between the 
Heathen Nations, in theſe Matters, is truly 
remarkable. The Things themſelves are 
not diſcoverable by human Reaſon ; and 
yet they have been received throughout the 
i whole World, and among Nations that 
165 had no Communication with each other; 
0 conſequently they were received before the 
Diſperſion of Mankind, and from Divine 
Revelation: For no Cauſe leſs early, or of 
_ weaker - 
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PRE FAC E 157 
weaker Influence, could have produced 1 
extraordinary an Effect. 
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As to the Fezws, the two following Quo- 
tations from Menaſſeb Ben-Iſrael will ſhow 
what their Opinion was, and is, concerning 
the State of the Earth in the Days of the 
Meſſiah. Having in his Treatiſe on the Re- 
ſurrection of the Dead, (Book iii. Chap. vi.) 
produced many Authorities from the an- 
cient Fews, he adds; © Denique, liquet hinc, 

quod ex veterum opinione, terra iſto tem- 

pore in meliorem ſtatum reſtituetur, uti 
nn Bereſit Raba idem quoque confirmatur. 
4 Quanquam ſunt qui arbitrantur, ſolum ter- 
1 ram ſanctam iſto reſtitutionis privilegio ga vi- 
ſuram eſſe; eamque futuram paradiſum or- 

bis terrarum.“ And in the fourth Chapter 
having cited the following Paſſage from the 
Seventh Book of Lafantius, * PAPAS: 

ſummi Dei fic ordinatum ; injuſtum 

hoc ſeculum, decurſo e ſpatio, 
terminum ſumat; extinctaque protinus om- 
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ni malitia, & piorum animis ad beatam 
3 vitam revocatis, quietum, tranquillum, pa- 
3 cificum, aureum denique (ut poetz vo- 


cant) ſeculum, Deo ipſo regnante floxcicat.” 
Having cited this Paſſage; he adds, Hic 18 
ſe nobiſcum ſentire oſtendit. 
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it The following Remark will not, I hope, 
Vn be thought impertinent in this Place, /. 
1 That tho” the Jews of our Savinur's Time, 
= | [| and even his own Diſciples, declare plainly 
5 | 3M their ExpeCtations of an earthly Kingdom, 
_ and conſequently of the Renovation of the 
_ Earth; yet our Lord does not at any Time 
wu blame, or fo much as Diſcountenance theſe 
us Expectations: On the contrary, when his 
Wi . Diſciples enquire concerning the Eftabliſh- 
160 ment of an earthly Kingdom, Ads i. 6. he 
I! allows their Hopes to be juſt, with regard 
| to the Thing itfelf. But no one ſure can 
ſuppoſe, that if they had been indeed miſ- 
taken, more eſpecially if the Miſtake were 
of ill Confequence, as is often aſſerted, our 


bleſſed Lord would have permitted his Diſ- 
ciples to have continued in it, who were 
to be the Inſtructors of the World. The 
Opinion was a favourite one, and they would 
naturally teach it heir Diſciples; and, by 
this Means, a Foundation would be laid for 
miſleading all ſucceeding Generations. To 
fay, as it is generally ſaid, that the Apoſtles, 
after the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, were 
more enlightened in this Matter, ank 
were ſhewn their Miſtake, is evidently not 
true; becauſe St. ohn, the laſt of the 
Apoſtles, has foretold and deſcribed the glo- 
ridus Reign of Chri/t and the Saints, in the 
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very lame Manner that the Jews were 
wont to deſcribe that of the Meffiah (9): 


And from his perſonal Converjation, as well 


as from his /7etzngs, the primitive Chriſtians 
derive, this Opinion. For Jrenaws, . who 


lived. and converſed with the Apoſtles im- 


mediate Diſciples, declares, that he learat it 
from thoſe Elders who had feen St. hn, 
and heard it from his Mouth (2). And 


Huſtin Martyr teſtifies (q), who lived within 


thirty Years.of St. Fubn's Death, that it was 


in his Time received .by all true Chriſtians, 


and denied by none but thoſe who allo denied 
the Reſurrection of the Dead. [Theſe Men 
are worthy of all Credit, they were Martyrs 
tor the Chriſtian Religion, and I can ſee no to- 
lerable Reaſon for rejecting their Teſtimony: 
And as it was the Doctrine of the primitive 
Times that Chriſi ſhould reigu upon Earth, 
ſo alſo did they believe that there would be a 
Renovation of the Earth; as witneſs the 
ct 2 on OA 1 lee 


ms Oe toto hoc capite dicuntur 715 omnia erant in 
Judæorum traditionibus, de d uabus re ſurrection ibus, de mille 
annis fœlicibus inter utramque, &c. Gretius in viges, cap. 
Apocal, 


Comme Jes Foifs entendent 2 la lettre, 8 d' une minen 


charnelle tout ce qui eſt dit du Nellie, & du rerablifiemenr 
de Feraſalem dans tes Prophetes, its ont auſſi dans leurs tra- 
ditions un regne de mille ans ſur Jaterre, ou ils wy 
Jouty de routes 5 ſortes de D avec ledr Meſſie. Pet 
Simon ſur Je meme, Ch. | | 
_(p) Lib. . Cap. . 
Ie) Dialogo cum 7 ry>hone, 
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20 REE FAN. 
following Paſſages, from Juſtin Martyr and 


Treneus :; Ovles yap iv aÞ' ov xai tov ovpavov xe} 
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| Tepsr annum &iwviov Ps duni AN Aον; 1. e. Hie 


etenim eſt (Jeſum intelligit) a quo & cœlum 


& terram factam ſcimus, & per quem & 


ccœlum & terram pater innovabit. Hic 
eſt qui in Jeruſalem, ut lux reſplendeat 


ſempiterna faciet. Juſtinus Martyr dialogo 


cum Tryphone, pag. 340. Edit. Paris. Opor- 
tet juſtos primos in conditione hac quæ reno- 
vatur, ad apparitionem Dei reſurgentes reci- 
pere promiſſionem hereditatis, quam Deus 
promiſit patribus, & regnare in ea----Oportet 
ergo & ipſam conditionem reintegratam ad 
priſtinum, ſine prohibitione ſervire juſtis; 
& hoc Apoſtolus fecit manifeſtum in ea quæ 
eſt ad Romans, fic dicens: Nam expectatio 
creaturæ revelationem filiorum Dei expeftat, 


Oc. lreng. Lib. v. Cap. 32. Edit. Oxon. 


And to the fame Purpoſe Barnabas, the 
Companion of St. Paul, ſpeaks in his general 
Epiſtle, pag. 46, teaching us, that at the End 


of fix Thouſand Years Wickedneſs ſhall be 


aboliſhed, all Things ſhall be renewed, we 


mall receive the promiſed Inheritance, and 


celebrate the great Sabbath in Holineſs. He 
alſo aſſigns a Reaſon for the Obſervation of 
the eighth Day; namely, becauſe it is a Re- 


preſentation of the eight Thouſandth Vear, 


when we ſhall enter upon our eternal Hap- 


pinels, 
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pineſs. For, as Cutelerius obſerves on the 
Place, Chiliaſtæ annos ſex mille præſenti 
verum ſtatui tribuebant, ſeptimum millena- 
rium aſſignabant regno Chriſti cum ſanctis 
ſuis, Ogdoadem æternæ beatitudini conſecra- 
The Opinion, therefore, that I have ad- 
vanced, which is the Opinion of thoſe who 
are called Millenaries, is far from being new, 
ſince it is confirmed in Subſtance by the united 
Teſtimony of the ancient Heathen Nations, 
of the Jes, and of the whole Chriſtian 
Church in it's earlieſt and pureſt Ages: And 
if we conſider the great Probability there is, 
that the Heathen Nations derived it from 
ſome Revelation earlier than the Diſperſion 
of Mankind; that the Fews were a People 
5 governed and inſtructed by Prophets divinely 
1 inſpired; that our Lord himſelf allows their 
= Expectations, in this Matter, to be juſt ; that 
the primitive Chri/t;ans, unexceptionable 
'F Witneſſes in this Caſe, declare, that they 
=, received this Doctrine from the immediate 
| Diſciples of St. John; that it is in itſelf 
reaſonable, and even neceſſary, in order to ren- 
der the Redemption from the Curſe complete 
that it is taught by many plain and expreſs 
Texts of Scripture, which cannot without 
Violence and Conſtraint, ſuch as no Man 
would be allowed ta ule in the Ex * 
| 0 
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of any human Writings, be interpreted to 
any other Purpoſe; if theſe Things are duly 
oonſidered, it will appear, I think, that the 
Truth, as well as the Antiquity of this Opi- 
nion, is ſufficiently eſtabliſhed; nor can I. ice 
how it poſſibly could have been eſtabliſhed 
with more Certainty. For if a Multitude 
of Scripture Texts, underſtood in their plain 
and natural Senſe, according alſo to the 
general Tenor of the Scriptures, and ſupport- 
ed by ſo great an Authority, be not a ſuffi- 
cient Proof, I am r 8 at 18 Loſs to. know 
what Bo Sodvw 5 | 


” Some _ asked, of — 1 is 
this Dodtine? And that i it may not be looked 
upon as a Matter of curious Speculation 
only, I ſhall venture to aſſert that, if it be 
revealed by an all- wiſe God in the holy Scrip- 
tures, it is impious to doubt of it's Impor- 
tance, whether we are able at preſent to 
diſcern it or not. But it ſerves, as I conceiye, 
to ſet the Scheme of our Redemption in a 
clear and rational Light; to vinditate the 
Honour of the holy Scriptures, by . explain- 
ing many difficult, and reconciling many 
ſeemingly. inconſiſtent Texts, and conſe- 
quently to recommend the Chriſtian Religion 
to the Eſteem and Acceptance of every con- 
ſiderate Perſon ; particularly, with regard to 


ah n chere are no. Means more likely 
| to 
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q to convert them to Chriftianity, than the Ac- 
> | knowledgment of this Doctrine. | The Differ- 
5 ence between us at prefent is this: They expect 
King, in the Perfon of the'Meftab, 25 
| ſhall rate over the Earth; but they overlook 
many Paſſages in the Prophets, and the 


11 gacrißces ordained by the Law,” Which have 
ee.uidently foretold his 1 8 5 We, on 
'Y the other Hand, believe him to have La Mee 
bdut we deny that he ſhall alſo reign Up 
Earth; and fo long as we perſiſt in denying 
this, ſo long, fays the excellent Mr. Med, 
as We perſift in denying the ſecond Appeate 
ance, of Chriff upon Earth, in as glorious A 
Manner as bis firft was Obfcure, we ſhall 
hardly be able to convince Fews that he ig 
the 'true Promifed Meſſiah ; becauſe we can 
ive no tolerable Realon, why the Pro Pie 
Ges concerning his Humiliatian and Suffer⸗ 
ings ſhould be underſtood in a '{zferal,. at 
A thoſe of his Exaltation and glorious Reign i in 
4 a ſpiritual Senſe. Here then is a Mattet 1 
Fl no fmall Conſequence, 95 Which this W 
Wy be fubſeryient. F 
And, as ea + the b and dhe 
Chriſtin Churches, or | proving that they 
ought to be Teconcilet ; that the Old 300 
New Teſtament, tho Written buy different 
Perſuns, and in very diſtant Ages, agree to= 
| gether with great Exactnefs; That our blefied 
Lor 4 
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24 FD E F 4 E. 
Lord has, in Part, fulfilled what was forctold 


of him by the Prophets; and with reſpect 


to thoſe Predictions that remain yet to be 
fulfilled, that he and his Apoſites hade [aid no 
other Things than Moſes and the Prophets did 


fay. ſpould come: I ſay, as to prove theſe 


Things, which I preſume may be done by 
Means of the Doctrine I am ſupporting, is 
in effect to prove the Truth of our Religion; 


I am inclined to hope, therefore, that this 


Doctrine may likewiſe contribute to the Con- 
verſion of _Unbelzzvers: And, confirming 


the Faith, it may conſequently improve the 


Lives, even of thoſe who already believe. 
This was an Effect it had on the excellent 
Perſon I have lately mentioned. I find, 
fays he, in one of his private Letters, more 
true Contentment in the Contemplation of 
thoſe Things which God hath been pleaſed to 
reyeal to me, than the greateſt Dignities which 


Ambition ſo hunteth after could ever have 
afforded me—— And I give Thanks to Al- 


mighty God, who hath made the Light of 
theſe his wonderful Myſteries to kindle that 


Warmth in my Heart, which I felt not till T 


begun to ſee them; and which have made 
me that, which they found me not. To 
know in general that we ſhall be rewarded 
or puniſhed, according to our Works, is not to 
know as Chriſtians, for of this the Heathens 
themſelves were not ignorant. It has 3 
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PRES AC: at 
God to preſerve in the holy Seriptures the Re- 
membrance of our Fall, and to declare to us 
both the Method and the Manher of our Re- 
ſtoration: And tho' the Sum of all be, that 
we ſhall be rewarded or puniſhed according 
to our Deſerts, yet the particular Knowledge 
of this Matter, which we receive from the 
holy Scriptures, makes it either a new Argu- 
ment, or gives new Force to it. I may add 
that this Doctrine will give a deadly Blow 
to ſome of the Popiſb Errors; pafticularty to 
their Inuocation of Saints, and to the Infall;- 


233. 


Nothing further remains, but to beſpeak 
the Reader's Favour in judging the following 
Diſcourſe; which, not being originally in- 
tended for the Preſs, is written leſs correctly, 
perhaps, than otherwiſe it would have been. 
I flatter myſelf, however, that the Argu- 
ments I have made uſe of will be found to 
have more Weight, even as they are now 
diſpoſed, than is generally imagined. If the 
Reader ſhould think otherwiſe, yet he cannot 
but allow, if he be of an ingenious Diſpoſi- 
tion, that whoever ſhall undertake the pain- 
ful Search after Truth, inſtead of travelling 
N D at 
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at Eaſe in the beaten Road, and ſhall have 
Reſolution enough to communicate his 


Thoughts to the Publick, at the Hazard of 


his Reputation and Intereſt ; that Perſon, 
however he be miſtaken, deſerves at leaſt to 
be forgiven. Papiſts, indeed, will condemn 
his Conduct, who arrogantly pretend to In- 
fallibility ; 'but Proteſtants, who make no 
ſuch Claim, and who owe the bleſſed Re- 
formation to the Study of the holy Scriptures 
in the Way of private Judgment ; Proteſtants, 
I fay, ought to conſider, if they allo con- 
demn it, that they will be found to act a 
very inconſiſtent Part. 


r 


| 
| 
1 


S SERMON, 


th. U- 


MATT. vi. 10. 
Thy Kingdom come, thy Will be done, 


in Earth as it 1s in Heaven. 


HE Kingdom of God may be con- 
| fidered in a two-fold Light, as it 
reſpects Angels and Men. With 
reſpect to Angels, the Heavens, or 
thoſe Worlds which are above us are the 
Seat of it: For thoſe, it muſt be allowed, 
are the Habitation of Angels, unleſs you 
ſuppoſe, what is not reaſonable, either that in- 
tellectual Beings, how vaſt ſoever their Num- 
ber be, and how different ſoever their Degrees, 
do all of them inhabit the ſame World, 
or that they dwell in uncircumſcribed Space. 
Now if the Heavens are the Habitation of An- 
gels, then do they enjoy there the Kingdom of 
D 2 God, 


0 God, for they conſtantly render to God, on 
9 if their Part, a perfect and willing Obedience, 
„ and are made happy, on the other Hand, by 
|. ſuch Manifeſtations of the Divine Glory, as 
11 they are ſeverally capable of receiving; and 
N therefore it is, that God, who is every where 
104 preſent, is yet in a peculiar Manner ſaid to 
Mt; dwell in Heaven, and to have his Throne 
1148 there. But with reſpect to Men, I can lee 
* no Reaſon why this World of ours ſhould 
665 | not be the Seat of Gog's Kingdom, either 
% while it is under the Haminiſtration of Chriſt, 
1 or in it's more perfect State, when Chriſt hav- 
If ing put down all Rule and all Authority and 
1 Power, ſball have delivered up the Kingdom to 
1 God even the Father, that God may be all in 
(NE all. There is certainly. no Kind of Ne- 
lh. cefſity for our being removed, at any Time, 
i from this our proper World to another, 
"i fince God can render this World as happy as 
18 he pleaſes, his Preſence being infinite, and 
1 bis Glory capable of being diſplayed in ten 
1 I Thouſand Worlds as well as in one, and in 
Wil! this World of ours as well as in any other 
1 Part of the Univerſe. Beſides, if this Re- 


moval were to take Place, and we were to 
be tranſplanted to ſome one Part of the Uni- 
verſe, hd to be happy in a peculiar 
Manner, our World would then be rendered 
uſeleſs, and a Void be left in God's Works: 
Nay, on this Suppoſition, as all other intelli- 
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[ 29 | 
gent Creatures, who, in the Scale of Beings 
are ſuperior to us, would have an equal 
Title, at leaſt, to this one happy Place, all 
other Parts of the Univerſe would be de- 
ſerted. From thefe Conſiderations J am in- 
clined to believe, that the Kingdom of God, 
as it reſpects Mankind, ſhall even in it's 
moſt perfect State be enjoyed here. And as 
far as I can perceive, the holy Scriptures 
favour this Opinion; for St. Peter tells us, 
2 Epiſt. iii. 13. that, even after the Diſſolu- 
tion of the Elements, by Fire, we are to 
expect new Heavens and a new Earth wherein 
dwelleth Righteouſneſs (a). This, however, 
I have no Doubt of, that the Kingdom of 
God, ſo long as it continues. under the 
Adminiſtration of Chriſt, thall be enjoyed 
upon Earth. ; 
Some of the Reaſons which perſuade me 
to be of this Opinion, are theſe which follow: 


In the firſt Place, we are directed to pray, 


that the Kingdom of God, meaning the 
glorious Kingdom of Chriſt, wherein good 
Men ſhall begin to receive their Reward, may 
come; that is, if you allow the Expreſſion to 


be 


(a) Conflagratione mundara elementorum corruptibilium 
qualitates, quz corporibus noftris corruptibilibus congrue- 
bant, ardendo penitus interibunt; atque ira ſubſtantia eas 
qualitates habebit quæ corporibus immortalibus mirabili 
mutatione conveniunt; ut ſcilicet mundus in melius inno- 
varus aptè accomodetur hominibus etiam carne in melius 
innovatis, Avg. de Civ. Dei, Cap. 16. | 
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[ 30 ] 
be proper, not that we may go to the Hea- 
vens, where the Kingdom of God is already 


perfect; but that this Kingdom may prevail 
upon Earth, that ſo the Will of Goa, 


as the next Petition ſufficiently explains it, 


may be dine by Mankind upon Earth as it is 
by the Angels in Heaven: Judge, I pray ye, 
whether this be not the natural Meaning of 
the Text, and if it be, it will then follow, 
that the glorious Kingdom of Chriſt ſhall be 
enjoyed upon Earth; unleſs you ſuppoſe, 
what is impious to ſuppoſe, that we are di- 
refed by our bleſſed Lord to hope and pray 
for what ſhall neyer happen. 


I obſerve, 2d4ly, that the Inheritance of the 
Earth is promiſed to good Men as their fu- 
ture Reward, than which there cannot be a 
ſtronger Confirmation of the foregoing Opi- 
nion: Thoſe that wait upon the Lord they 


ball inherit the Earth; for yet a little while 


and the Wicked ſhall not be, but the Meek ſhall 
inherit the Earth, and ſhall delight tbemſelves 
in the Abundance of Peace, Plal. xxxv. 11. 
Theſe happy Times the World has not yet 
ſeen, nor can it ſee, till the Lord ſhall deftroy 
that Wicked, as St. Paul ſpeaks (b) with 
the Breath of his Mouth, and ſhall conſume 
with the Brightneſs of his Coming. At the 

ſecond 


(b) 2 Fe ii. 8. 


Cd 


= | © i 


„ 


ſecond Coming of Chriſt therefore, and not 
till then, we are to expect the Completion 


of this Prophecy. Our bleſſed Lord repeats 
this Promiſe in the Fifth Chapter of St. 
Matthew, where he is ſpeaking of the fu- 
ture Reward of Virtue: Bleſſed are the Meek, 


for they ſhall inherit the Earth. To lay, as 


it is generally ſaid, that Men of a meek and 
quiet Diſpoſition do actually enjoy at preſent 


more real Happineſs than thoſe of a contrary . 


Temper, however it may be true, is not to 
the Purpoſe, ſince the Promiſe eyidently re 
lates to the future Reward of good Men. 


The ſolemn Covenant of God comes next 
to be conſidered ; and, perhaps, throughout 


the whole Scripture, there is nothing more 


worthy of Attention. By this Coyenant, a 
Part of the Earth, Oi. the Land of Canaan, 
is promiſed to Abraham and his Seed, as their 
future Inheritance and Reward. The Pro- 
mite is frequently repeated; it is confirmed 
by an Oath; it is joined with the Promiſe 
of the Meſſiah, and the Land is particularly 
diſtinguiſhed. 


It appears to me a ſtrange Interpretation of 


the ſolemn Covenant of God: to lay, that 
nothing more is intended by it than that the 
Poſterity of Abraham, ſome Hundred Years 
—_ ſhould poſſeſs the Land of Canaan ; 
For 
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Ro 
For conſider, I intreat you, whether it be a 
Matter of any real Importance in what Part 
of the World we are to pals the ſhort Time of 
our Continuance in it. Abraham himſelf lived 


always as a Stranger and a Pilgrim, journey = 


ing from Place to Place, and without any 
ſettled Habitation. He therefore muſt have 
conſidered the Covenant, if it related only to 
the temporal Proſperity of his Deſcendants. 
as a Mean Thing. How improperly then is 
this Promiſe made to him? how unfitly is 
it joined with that of the bleſſed Seed? and 
above all, how inconſiſtent is it with the Ho- 
nour and Majeſty of Almighty God, and with 
the Doctrine of the New Teſtament to ſpeak of 
temporal Enjoyments with fo much Solemni- 
ty ?. Beſides, the Poſſeſſion which the 
Jews have had of this Land is by no Means 
anſwerable, if the Thing itſelf were of 


Importance, to the Solemnity wherewith it is 


promiſed. They never had, not even in the 
Time of their greateſt Proſperity, a Tull Poſ- 
ſeſſion of it, and ſcarce ever a peaceable one, 
even of that Part which they held. It is 
now conſiderably more than two Thouſand 
Years, ſince nine Tribes and a Half were car- 
ried into Captivity by the King of Aria; 
and what has ſince befallen them, or whether 
they yet ſubſiſt, GOD only knows. The 


Remainder of this People, after having ſuf- 


tered ſuch Calamities, as no Nation beſides 
ever 
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ever felt, have been for more thin fixteen 


Hundred Years diſperſed over the Face of 
the whole Earth, an Aſtoniſbment, a Proverb, 
and a Bye-word among the Nations: So that 
inſtead of being the moſt happy People in 
the World, as they muſt have been, if the 
Covenant had reſpected their rempos aul Prol- 
perity, they have been, of all Mankind, the 
moſt miſerable. 


And as a further Proof that the Covenant 
neither has nor can be fulfilled by confer- 
ing any temporal Advantages on the Poſterity 
of the Patriarchs, it may be obſerved, that 
the Inheritance of the Land of Canaan 1s 
promiſed to the Patriarchs themſetves in Per- 


fon, as well as to their &ed. They there- 


fore muſt in Per/on poſſeſs this Land, after 
their Reſurrection from the Dead; ſince, 
while they lived, God gave them none 
inheritance in it, no not ſo much as to ſet 
their Foot on, as the holy Scriptures have 
obſerved (c), not without Reaſon. 


There yet remains to be conſidered ano- 
ther Interpretation of the Covenant; name- 
ly, that by the promiſed Inheritance, Hlea-— 
den is to be underſtood. But this alſo ap- 

E pears 


(c) Hel, vli. 5 
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pears to be without Foundation (7). For 
the Land of Caraan is declared to be 
the future Inheritance of good Mien, with 
as much Plainneſs, as if the divine Hiſtorian 
had purpoſely deſigned to guard againft 
any Poſſibility of miſtaking it: As for 
Example, I will give unto thee the Land 
of Canaan, the Land which thou ee, the 
Land wherein thou art a Stranger, the Land 
Twhereon thou leſt, to thee will I give it, and 
to thy Seed; nothing can. be more clearly 
pointed out. Now if I muſt believe, aſter 
all, that Heaven is here intended, and that 
the Land of Canaan thus particularly de- 
icribed and diſtinguiſhed, and promiſed by 
Almighty God, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, 
to Abraham and his Poſterity, ſhall not be 
the Inheritance of theſe Men; I ſhall freely 
acknowledge, for my Part, that I know 
not what Certainty there can be in the holy 
Seriptures, interpreted in this arbitrary Man- 
ner. Human Writings may be underſtood, 
for the boldeſt Critick will not preſume to 
treat them with ſuch Licence; but the 
Writings of the zn/pired Penmen, even 
; Bo when 


(4) Becauſe the Law is ſaid to have a Shadow of good 
Things to come, many have been led ro interprer the Co- 
venam which God made wich Abrabam, in a figurative Senſe; 
and to ſuppoſe the Land of Canaan to be a Type of Heaven, 
but without any the leaſt Authority, 
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when they record the ſolemn Covenant of 
God, which, one would think, ought to be 
plain and certain, do, it ſeems, ſpeak of 
one Thing and mean anther quite oppoſite to 
it: For when they promiſe to good Men 


the Inheritance of the Earth, or of a Part 


of the Earth, named and particularized, you 


are, by Virtue of that Promiſe, to expect a 


Tranſlation into Heaven. 


There are a Thouſand other Paſſages in the 
Old Teſtament, wherein the Land of Canaan 
is ſpoken of, as the future Habitation of the 
Juſt : Conſult the Prophets, and behold, 
with Surprize, how much they dwell upon 
this Subject; of Heaven there is no Mention. 


But why the Land of Canaan is fo frequently 


ſpoken of, and Heaven not mentioned, if 
this latter were to be the Seat of Christ's 
Kingdom, I am at a Loſs to know. In the 
New Teſtament alſo the promiſed Inheritance 
is ſtill Kept in View. | 


I ſhall mention two or three Paſſages to 
this Purpoſe: The Author of the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews, ſpeaking of Abraham's 
Faith, Chap. ki. tells us, as an Inſtance of it, 
that when he was called to £0 gut into a Place 
which he fbould after recerve for an Inhert- 
tance, he obeyed, tho he knew nt into what 
Country God intended to lead hin; and that 
E 2 | even 
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even when God had brought him into the 

Land of Promiſe, znto that Land which he 
ſpould after recerve for an Inheritance, there 
was ſtill an Occaſion offered him for the fur- 
ther Exerciſe of this Virtue, for he did not 
poſſeſs the Land of Canaan, at that Time, 
as the Owner and Proprietor of it; But 
fojourned in it by Faith as in a ſtrange 
Country, tho' it had been promiſed to him 
for an Inheritance, dwelling in Tabernacles 

doit h Iſaac and Jacob, the Heirs with him of 


the ſame Promiſe. He ſojourned in it, I ſay, 
by Faith; that is, in Expectation that Go 


would not fail to make good his Promiſe 

hereafter, and to give him the Inheritance 

of it according to his Covenant ; and thus 
0 - the Apoſtle explains it in the 13th Verſe: 
14 Theſe all died in Faith, not having received 
164 . the Promiſes, but having ſeen them afar off, 
14 and were perſrraded of them and embraced 
# SG »  #hem, and confeſſed that they were Strangers 
r and Pilgrims, not in the Earth, as it is 
=. tranſlated, but in the Land; even in that 
=. Land, which was promiſed to them for an In- 


heritance, and which therefore they ſhall 3 


* 
* * 


= |: inherit. Ly 
ſi 1 In another Part of this Epiſtle, the Apoſtle 
1 Having ſhewn that good Men were pro- 
1 miſed a Reſt from the Beginning, cor- 


\ 18 reſpondent to the original Sabbath, which has 4 
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not hitherto been enjoyed, for Frſbxa, ſays 


he, gave them not this Reſt, concludes thus; 
there remaineth therefore a Reſt (a Sabbatiſm) 
to the People of God. It is plain, that he is 
here ſpeaking of a Sabbatiſm to be enjoyed 


in the Land of Canaan. And again, Chap. 


xii, he fixes the Seat of that Happineſs, 
which good Men ſhall hereafter enjoy, in the 

omiſed Land; figuratively deſcribing this 
138 tho' future, as already preſent : 
Ze are come unto Mount Sion and unto the 
City of the Irving Gop, the heavenly Jeruſa- 
lem, and to an innumerable Company of An- 


gels, and to the general Afjembly and Church 
F the Fir/t-Born, &c. By the Church of the 


Firſt- Born, thoſe N are meant who 
ſhall ariſe firſt from the Dead (e). | 


Since then it has been proved that the 
Earth, and, in particular, the Land of Canaan, 
ſhall be the future Inheritance of good Men, 
it will follow from hence that the glorious 
Kingdom of Chriſt ſhall be eftabliſhed in the 
Earth. The following Paſlages, however, 
prove this Point more directly and im- 


mediately. 


In the Fifth C hapter of the Apocalypſé, goth 
and roth Verſes, the Elders ſing the Praiſes of 
Chr 
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Chrift in the following Words: Thou art 
worthy to take the Book and to open the Seals 
thereof, for thou waſt lain, and haſt redeemed 
45 to GOD by thy Blood, out of every Kin- 
dred, and Tongue, and People, and Nation, 
and haſt made us unto our GoD Kings and 
Prieſts, and we ſhall reign upon Earth. The 
ſame Thing is alſo proved by the two follow- 
ing Paſſages of the Prophecy of Daniel. A 
magnificent Image appears toNebuchadnez2zar 
in a Dream, repreſenting the four great Mo- 
narchies; and behold a Stone, cut out with- 
out Hands, ſmites the Image, and deſtroys it 
utterly, ſo that it becomes like the Chaff 
upon the threſhing Floor, and no Place is 
found for it; and the Stone, which ſmote 
the Image, increaſes to a great Mountain, ſo 
as to fill the whole Earth. This Stone, 


according to the Prophet's Interpretation of 


the Dream, is that Kingdom which the God 
of Heaven was to ſet» up in the Time of the 


fourth Monarchy ; or, in other Words, it: 
is the Kingdom of Chriſt, which began at 


the preciſe Time marked out by the Pro- 


phet, and ſhall, according to this Prophecy, 
from a ſmall Beginning prevail over all the 
Kingdoms of the Earth, and ſucceed in 
their Place; coaſequently, it ſhall- be an 
earthly Kingdom, even in it's triumphant 
State, 'This Paſſage is taken from the Second 
Chapter of Daniel; the other I propoſed to 


mention, 
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mention, is in the Seventh. The four Mo- 
narchies are there repreſented by four Beaſts; 
and it is again foretold, that they ſhall be 
ſucceeded by the Kingdom of Chriſt: Theſe 
great Beaſts which are four, ſays an Angel, 
explaining the Viſion to the Prophet, are 
four Kings which ſhall ariſe out of the Earth; 


but the Saints of the Moſt High ſhall take the 


Kingdom and pofjeſs the Kingdom for ever, 
eden for ever and ever. And the Kingdom 
and Dominion, and the Greatneſs of the King- 
dom under the whole Heaven ſhall be given to 


the People of the Saints of the Moſt High, 


whoſe Kingdom is an everlaſiing Kingdom, 
and all Dominions ſhall ſerve and obey him; 
that is, in the Words of another Prophet 
(J), the Kingdoms of this World ſhall 
become the Kingdoms of our Lord and his 
Chriſt, and he ſball reign for ever and ever. 


Wo: Daniel goes on to deſcribe the glorious 
Appearance of Chriſt, when he cometh to 
take Poſſeſſion of his Kingdom: I /aw in 


. the Night Viſions, and behold one like the 


Son of Man came with the Clouds of Heaven, 
and there was given him Dominion and Glory 
and a Kingdom. From this Paſſage, it is 
evident, that when Chriſt cometh in the 
Clouds of Heaven, he cometh: to take Poſ- 
ſeſſion of his glorious Kingdom; at his firſt 

„ > Advent, 

I x1: 19, 
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Advent, he appeared in the Form of a Servant, 


| i F | 
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1664 
— 64 but now he cometh as a King, and in all the 


M Majeſty of Heaven to judge the World. 
»Tis thus the Prophet deſcribes him in the 
following Paſlage, I beheld till the Thrones 
were placed or erected (not caſt down, as it 
is in our Tranſlation) v. for Chriſt and his 
Aſſeſſors, and the Antient of Days did ſit, 
 evhoſe Garment was white as Snow, and the 
Hair of his Head like pure Wool. His 
Thronewas like the fiery Flame, and his Wheels 
as burning Fire, a fiery Flame i ed and came 
forth from before him, Thouſand Thouſands mi- 
niſtred unto him, and ten Thouſand Times ten 
Thouſand ſtocd before him. The Judgment x 
das /et and the Books were opened. Of this 1 
Kingdom, the Saints ſhall partake according to : 
the following Text: I beheld till the Antient 
of Days came, and Fudgment was given 
zo the Saints of the Moſs High, and the Time 
came that the Saints Payee the Kingdom ; 
that is, the Saints ſhall . poſſeſs the King- 
dom by fitting on Thrones with Chriſt in 
Judgment; for to judge and to reign are the 
fame Thing in effect. St. Paul accordingly 
tells us, 2 Jim. iv. 1. That the Lord Fejus 
Wall judge the Quick and the Dead at his 
Appearing and his Kingdom. And our Lord 
ſpeaks thus to his Diſciples, Luke xxii. 29. 
1 appoint unto you a Kingdom, as my 1 
f hat 
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hath appointed unto me, that ye may eat and 
arink at my Table, in my Kingdom, and fit on 
Thrones, judging the twebve Tribes of Urael. 
And St. John, Aboc. xx. 4. having deſcribed 
the Saints as fitting on Thrones with Chriſt 
in Judgment; adds, that they /zved and 
reigned with Chriſt a Thouſand Years, for ſo 
long the Kingdom of Chriſt ſhall continue. 


Since then our Lord's glorious Kingdom 


commences at his Deſcent from Heaven to 
judge the World, it will follow, that it muſt 
needs be an earthly Kingdom, with reſpect 
to the Seat of it; and that his Reign ſhall 
be Per/onal. It will follow likewile, ſince 
the Saints ſhall partake of this Kingdom, 
which ſhall continue a Thouſand Years, ſitting 
on Thrones in Judgment, and eating and 
drinking with Chriſt in his Kingdom, as our 
Lord himſelf expreſſes it; it will follow, I 
fay, that there muſt be a Reſurrection of the 
Juſt, previous to the general Reſurrection. 
And thus what St. Jobn has expreſly taught, 
is proved neceſſary from the Reaſon of the 
Thing. 


Hitherto we have ſeen, in general, that 
the Earth ſhall be the Seat of Chriſt's King- 
dom; but what Part of the Earth ſhall be 
the chief Seat or Metropolis of this King- 
dom, we have not yet ſeen. This, however, is 
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not difficult to determine; for whoever con- 
ſiders, how much diſtinguiſhed the Land of 
Canaan is throughout the whole Scripture, 
will naturally be led to conclude, that it ſhall 
be the chief Seat of Chri/i's Kingdom. Fe- 
ruſalem is called, for Example, tHe holy 
City, the City of the Irving God, the Place 
which he hath choſen, the Foy of the whole 
Earth, &c. for which no tolerable Reaſon 
can be aſſigned from it's paſt Condition. The 
Jeruſalem that now is being, as St. Paul 
ſpeaks, in Bondage with her Children (g), 
and having been, for the moſt Part, a diſ- 


treſſed and miſerable Country; it is diſ- 


tinguiſhed then on Account of it's future Ex- 


cellence, and becauſe it ſhall become the 


Metropolis of Chriſt's Kingdom, for why 
elle it ſhould be diſtinguiſhed T know not. 
But we are not left to form Conjectures in this 
Caſe, there being many Texts of Scripture 
which poſitively declare, that the Lord ſhall 


reign in Feru/alem, particularly theſe which 


follow: [/azah xxiv. 23. Then the Moon 


hall be confounded and the Sun aſhamed, when 
the Lord of Hoſts ſball reign in Mount Lion, 


and before his Ancients gloriouſiy. Exek. 


xlviii. 35. And the Name of the City from 


that 


(g) Gal. iv. 25. 


L | 
that Day ſhall be, The Lord is there. Lech. 
ii. 10. ng and rejoice, O . Daughter 0 
Lion, for lo I come, and I will dwell in the 
Midſt of thee, ſaith the Lord. Jer. iii. 17. 
At that Time they ſhall call Jeruſalem the 
Throne of the Lord, and all the Nations ſhall 
be gatbered unto it. Mic. iv. 7. And the 
Lord ſhall reign over them in Mount Lion 
from henceforth, even for ever. And Luke 
i. 32, 33. He ſhall be great, and ſhall be 
called the Son of the Higheſt ; and the Lord 
God ſhall give unto him the Throne of his 
Father David. Theſe Texts, to mention no 
more, ſufficiently prove that the Throne of 
Chriſt ſhall be eſtabliſhed at Feru/alem, as 
the Metropolis of his Kingdom. 


It may be objected to the general Inten- 
tion of this Diſcourſe, that the Kingdom, 
which the Juſt are taught to expect, is 
ſometimes ſtiled the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
which implies, that the Seat of it ſhall be in 
Heaven. To this Objection, the Note of 
Father dimon, on Mat. iii. 2. affords a very 
proper Anſwer. The Word Heaven, among 
the Hebrews, is ſometimes put for God ; 
and the Kingdom of God (or of Heaven) 
ſignifies here, and in many other Places, 
the happy Time of the Mefjah ; the Ex- 
preſſion was well underſtood by the es, 
vo were then in Expectation of that King- 
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dom, or, more properly, of that Reign. 
To which may be added, that the Kingdom 
of the Meffiah was therefore ſtiled the King- 
dom of God and of the Heavens, for ſo it 
ought to be tranſlated ; becauſe it was to be 


ſet up by the God of Heaven, or becauſe the 
Heavens, or God, ſhall then bear Rule (Y). 


It may be further objected that no Part 
of the Earth, not even the Land of Canaan, 
can be a fit Place for the Enjoyment of ſuch 
Happineſs as the Kingdom of Chriſt implies. 
We know, by Experience, that the Plea- 
ſures of this World are empty and deceitful, 
and unworthy to be eſteemed by wiſe Men, 
even in our preſent degenerate State. Can it 
be ſuppoſed then, that the Sons of the Re- 
ſurrection, reſtored to the Perfection of 
their Nature, ſhall be brought again upon this 
idle Stage to act a /econd Part, tired as they 
have been in ſuſtaining the rt? This, it 
may be ſaid, is an abſurd Imagination, and 
we are therefore obliged to underſtand all 


thoſe Texts of Scripture, which ſpeak to 


this Purpoſe, in a figurative Senſe. To which 
I anſwer, that ſince God has expreſly-and 
ſolemnly promiſed the Land of Canaan to 


good 


(3) See Lightfoet on the Place. 


= 


as ] 


good Men, as an Inheritance, and has de- 
clared that the glorious Kingdom of Christ 
ſhall be there, we ought to conclude that it 
ſhall undergo ſome Change by the Almighty 
Power of God, which may. render it ſuitable 
to the Condition of it's future Inhabitants : 
And this doubtleſs is much more reaſonable 
than to ſay, in Contradiction to the expreſs 
Words of God, that we ſhall not receive this 
Inheritance, that it ſhall ot be the Seat of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, or, by the boldeſt Change 
that ever was made in any Author, to under- 
ſtand Heaven for Earth. But to put this 
Matter beyond Diſpute. The holy Scrip- 
\ tures declare, that there ſhall be a Renovation 
of the Earth, and of the Land of Canaan 
in particular; and that this Renovation ſhall 
take Place at the ſecond Coming of Chriſt. 
In St. Mat. xix. 28. our Saviour ſpeaks 
thus to his Diſciples: Verily, I jay unto you, 
hat ye who hade followed me, in the Regene- 
ration, when the don of Man ſhall ſit upon the 
Throne of his Glory, ye alſo ſhall fit upon 
twwebve Thrones, judging the twelve Tribes of 
IIrael (). The Regeneration, you may lee 

g N plainly, 


(i) Diodati's Tranſlation of this Text frees it from that 
Ambiguity to which it is ſubject in our Tranſlation : Jo. vi 
dico in verita, che, nella nuova creatione, quando'l Fig lioul 
dell huomo ſederà ſopra'l trono della ſua gloria, voi anchora 
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plainly, ſhall be contemporary with the glori- 


ous Kingdom of Chriſt, and of the Saints. St. 
Peter alſo aſſures us, that there ſhall be 
Times of refreſhing and of the Reſtitution 
of all Things to their original State, for ſo 
the Word, which we tranſlate Reſtitution, 
properly ſignifies, at the ſecond Coming of 
Chriſt. And St. Paul in the Eighth Chapter 
of his Epiſtle to the Romans, teaches, that 
the whole Creation ſhall be delroered from the 
Bondage of Corruption under whish it now 


groaneth, and ſhall partake of the glorious Li- 


berty of the Sons of God. And how reaſonable 
and;fit is this? that by the Obedience of Chriſt, 
the ſecond Adam, the Loſs ſuſtained by the 
Diſobedience of the iet ſhould be repaired ; 
that the Earth, as it fe#/ with Man ſhould 
be reſiored with him; that there ſhould be 
a Correſpondence between the natural and 
the moral World, as well in their Renovation 


as their Chrruption; that the Curie, in ſhort, 


ſhould be utterly reverſed, and that God may 
again rejozce in his Works (EH). 
If 


che m*hanete ſeguitato ſederete ſopra dodici troni, giudi- 
cando le dodici tribu d' Iſrael. 


(k) Thou ſendeſt forth thy Spirit, they are created ; aud 


thou renewweft the Face of the Earth. The Glory of the Lord 
all endure for ever; the Lord ſhall rejoice in bis Works, 
Pal. civ. 30, 31. MN. B. The Jews prove both the Re- 
ſurrection and the Renovation from this Paſſage, 
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If the Texts, laſt mentioned, ſpeak of a 


general Renovation, there are others which 


relate particularly to the Renovation of the 
Land of Canaan, which ſhall become a Pa- 
radiſe : The Lord ſhall comfort Lion, ſays the 
Prophet 1/aiah, he ſhall comfort all her waſte 
Places, and he will make her Wilderneſs like 
Eden, and her Deſart like the Garden of the 


| Lord. Foy and Glaadneſs ſball be found there- 


in, Thanlbſgiwing and the Voice of Melody. 
It would be endleſs to repeat all that is ſaid 
upon this Subject; I ſhall therefore only 
obſerve, in brief, that the New Feruſalem, 


or, to uſe the Fewjh Expreſſion, the 


Jeruſalem of the Age to come; that is, 


of the Age of the Meſiah, ſhall reſemble 


the original Paradiſe in the following Parti- 
culars : Tt ſhall be lig hbtened by the Glory 
of God, Rev. xxi. 23. It Thall be watered 
by a River, Zech. xiv. 8. and Rev. xxii. 1. 
The Tree of Life ſhall be planted in it, 


Rev. xxii. 2. The Inhabitants of it ſhall be a2. 


righteous, Rev. xxl. 27. and {/a. li. 1. lx. 21. 
They ſhall be free from all Infirmities, and 
from Pain, and Sorrow, and Death, a. 
xxxv. 5. and Kev. xxi. 4 And, what is 


exceedingly remarkable, St. 7% n adds, 


Rev. xxiil 3. That there ſhall be no more 
Ar- /2. 
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wa 88 
1 Divines, when they would deſcribe the 
E | Wo Happineſs of the Kingdom of God, borrow 
E | [| their Expreſſions from the Deſcription which 
1 the Prophets give of the New Feriſſalem; 
_ = and ſo far they are in the Right. But they 
3 are miſtaken, in ſuppoſing that the Earth 
= ſhall not be the Seat of this Happineſs. 
_ For, not to inſiſt upon what has been ſaid in 
= the former Part of this Diſcourſe, if you 
=. conſider the Texts laſt. quoted, you may 
_ | perceive that there is ſcarce one of them, that 
—_ can, with any Propriety, be applied to Hea- 
_ Ven; they do not relate to a Place which 
__ has been always happy, but to one that ſhall 


hereafter become ſo. And, if this Matter 
| | ſtood in need of any further Proof, the 
wal ' - two following Paſſages, from Chap. xxi. of 
1 — the Revelations, would put it, as I conceive, 
beyond Diſpute :  /awp, ſays St. John, v. 2. 

the holy City, new Feruſalem, coming down 
From God out of Heaven, prepared as a Bride 
adorned for her Husband, And heard a 

Voice out of Heaven, ſaying, behold the Ja- 

bernacle of God is with Men, and he will 

arwell with them and be their God; and God 

ſhall wipe away all Tears from their Eyes, &c. 
(/) And in the. 25d Verſe he ſays, The Na- 

| Ti On 


(7) It appears from the Hebrecus, xi. 16. that the Pa- 
triarchs were made acquainted with the future State of Ze- 
ruſalem 
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tions of them which are ſaved all Walz in 


the Light of it, viz. of the New Jeruſalem, 
and the Kings of the Earth do bring their 
Glory and Honour into it. 


Having thus proved, as I flatter myſelf}, 


from the Reaſon of the Thing, that the 
Earth ſhall be the Seat of that Happineſs 
which Mankind are to enjoy hereafter ; and 
that the holy Scriptures declare the ſame 
Thing in expreſs Words, teaching us, that 
the Earth ſhall be the future Inheritance of 
the Meek; and that the Kingdom of GOD 
ſhall prevail and extend itſelf throughout 


the whole World; that there ſhall be, at 


the ſame Time, an Agreement between the 
natural and the moral World, a Regeneration, 
a Deliverance of the Creation from the Bon- 
dage of Corruption, and a Reſtoration of all 
Things to their original Perfection; and that 
the Land of Canaan, in particular, ſhall be- 
come a Paradiſe in the renewed Earth, 
being the Metropolis of Chriſt's Kingdom, 
which Things do mutually infer and ſupport 
each other; I ſhall now recount a few Par- 
ticulars, relating to theſe bleſſed Times, as 
_— briefly 


J 


ruſalem and the Land of Canaan: Jacob perhaps beheld 
their Glory in a Viſion, when he ſlept at Bethe. Conſider 


that Paſſage. 


A. HA On 
1 4 7 e 


; T1] 
briefly as may be, and almoſt in the very 
Words of the holy Scriptures. 


In the Fulneſs of Time, Chriſt ſhall de- 
ſcend from Heaven, accompanied by Angels, 
in the G/ory of his rather, and ſhall fit 
upon the 'Throne of his Glory. At his 
Coming, they that are Chriſt's ſhall arite from 
the Dead, for the Dead in Chrz/# ſhall rife 
firſt, every one in his own Order; that is, 
as Tertulljan explains it (a7), ſooner or later, 
in Proportion to their Deſerts; and having 
been fit judged, for Judgment muſt be- 
gin with the Houſe of Gob, they alſo ſhall 
partake of the Kingdom, fitting upon 
Thrones with Chriſt in Judgment, and fe- 
joicing together in the New Feru/alem, 
which is the Paradiſe of G ob, with CHriſt, 
the Patriarchs and the Prophets (7). For at 
this Time the ſolemn Covenant of God ſhall 
receive it's Accompliſhment ; and perhaps 
the virtuous Part of the 22 Nation ſhall 
then N ſome peculiar Ad e 


This Reſurrection of the. Saints, is calle 
by St. John the fr/t Reſurrection; it is ſtile 


by our bleſſed Lord | emphatically the Reſur- 
rection 


(n) Lib. III. adverſus Marcionem, Cap. iv. 
(nz) Juſtin Marryr Dial. cum Tryphone. 
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1 
rection of the %,; and to this it is probable 
St. Paul alludes, in the following Words, 
others were tortured not accepting Deliwer- 


ance, that they might obtain a better Re- 
ſarreftion (o). 


St. Fohn informs us, that this bleſſed and 
glorious Reign of Chriſt ſhall continue a 
Thouſand Years, during which Time Satan 
ſhall be bound, and Peace, and Happineſs, 
and Chriſtian Knowledge ſhall prevail over 
the whole Earth. At the End of that Period, 


the reſi of the Dead ſhall live, the general 


Judgment ſhall ſucceed, the Deſtruction of 
wicked Men and Angels (p), and the Con- 
flagration of the World; whereby the 
Heavens being on Fire ſhall be diſſolved, and 
the Elements ſhall melt with fervent Heat. 
Nevertheleſs, we, according to the Promiſe 
of God, look for new Heavens and a new 
Earth, wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs. 


Chriſt having thus finiſhed his mediatorial 
Office, and reigned till he hath put down all 
Rule, and all Authority and Power, ſhall 
then deliver up the Kingdom to Goz, even 
the Father, (an evident Proof, by the Way, 

| 3 that 
(o) Hebrews xi. 35. 
(D) 2 Peter iii. 7. 
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that his glorious Kingdom muſt precede the 
God may be all in all, 

Thus ſhall all Things end in a State per- 

fectly angelical, and in Happineſs unchange- 

able and everlaſting. 


This, as far as I can judge, and as far as 
I am capable of explaining it, in ſo ſhort a 
Compaſs, is the Sum of what the holy 
Scriptures teach concerning the glorious 
Kingdom of Chriſt and his Saints. I have 
been obliged, for Fear of being too prolix, 
to omit many &r:Þtural Paſſages relating 
to the Subject, as alſo all human Teſtimonies. 
Though it were eaſy, I think, to ſhew, that 


there are ſome Foot-ſteps left of an ancient 


Tradition to our Purpoſe i in almoſt all Parts 
of the World; that it has been the conſtant 


Qpinion of the ews, from Abraham down 


to the preſent Time ; and that for three 
Hundred Years it we the Belief of all Or- 
thodox Chriſtians, it having fallen into Diſ- 


credit about the Beginning of the fourth 
Century, at which Time, as Proteſtants well 
know, ſome ather Changes were made in 


the Doctrine of Chriſt. 


I am alſo forced to ' omit. an PONY 
which I, a Perſon of no Name or Diſ- 
tinction, n perhaps, to make, for 

attempting 
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E 
attempting to revive an Opinion which has 
been ſo long neglected. I ſhall only ſay 
upon this G gon that T have been wholly 
influenced, if I know my own Heart, by a 
ſincere Deſire to promote. the Truth; and 
that if any one, who may think I have 


judged amiſs, ſhall endeavour - to ſhew me 


the Miſtake he ſuppoſes me to be under, in 


the Spirit of Charity and Moderation, which 
is the Spirit of the Goſpel, I ſhall accept 


his Endeavours in good Part, whether his 
Arguments convince-me or not, 


I ſhall 3 with the following 
practical Obſervation: That whatever the 
Kingdom of Chriſt means and wherever the 
Seat of it ſhall be, the holy Scriptures de- 
clare always, and with an undoubted Clear- 
neſs, that none ſball enter into it but the Holy 
and Undefited. Bleſſed ave they (and they only) 
who do his Commanaments,that they may have 


à Right to the Tree of Life, and may enter in 


through the Gates into the City.----It concerns 
us all, therefore, ſo to order the Courſe of 
our Lives in Righteouſneſs and Virtue, that 
we may be accounted worthy of that World 


and the Reſurrefion from the Dead, and 


enjoy, through the Merits and Mediation 
of CyrisT, that Happineſs which is 
Prepared 
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